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Business Incubator – Gotse Delchev, 
Entrepreneurship Promotion Centre 

• Bulgarian non-for-profit business support organization in public benefit

• Established in 1999

• Objectives: 

social and economic development through:

o entrepreneurship and innovation

o support to potential entrepreneurs,

start-ups and SMEs 

o knowledge and experience transfer

o cooperation business-education

o partnership and networking

• BI-Gotse

Delchev

North 
Macedonia

e-mail: bi_gd@abv.bg www.bi-gd.org          



Business Incubator- Gotse Delchev 
Strategy for development

⚫ Social and economic development through innovation and 
entrepreneurship

⚫ Competitive entrepreneurs and SMEs within the region

⚫ Qualified and skillful workforce through Human Resources 
Development, knowledge share and transfer

⚫ Long-term Positive impact through Cooperation and 
partnership on 

Local, regional, national levels

Cross – border level

EU and International level



How the Business Incubator - Gotse Delchev helps 
entrepreneurship:

It provides comprehensive business services: 

⚫ Practical innovative training

including vocational training

⚫ Information

⚫ Consultancy

⚫ Mentorship

⚫ Support for access to financing

⚫ Development and management of pilot projects

⚫ Network of expertise and knowledge



BI-GD Projects

ENTREPRENEURSHIP and 

INNOVATION
TOURISM

CREATIVITY YOUTH



Bottom up approach

The best way to develop the cross-border region

Doing something meaningful together

People to People

Actively involve young people



Bu4Inno in Bulgaria GR-BG INTERREG project

Workshop Digital marketing
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Bu4Inno in Bulgaria GR-BG INTERREG project

Seminar Innovation Diversification and Sustainability of 

SMEs in agriculture and food sector
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Business Incubator – Gotse Delchev, 
Entrepreneurship Promotion Centre 

and Youth



H2020 project  Newbie Network

⚫ www.newbie-academy.eu

http://www.newbie-academy.eu/


Newbie Project Partners



⚫ H2020 Thematic network stimulating 
innovation and entrepreneurship in 
European agriculture through support of 
new entrants in developing (new) sustainable farms

⚫ How?
– Developing a European network of new entrants (newcomers and 

successors) and relevant stakeholders 
http://www.newbie-academy.eu/membership/

– Collect the state of the art, including barriers, bottlenecks, solutions 
and inspiration

– Facilitate the development & dissemination of new business models

– Develop new tools in co-creation with relevant stakeholders

– Active dissemination of this (new) knowledge and practice

http://www.newbie-academy.eu/membership/
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Case studies: Good practice storytelling



Case studies: movies

Via website / storytelling or  Newbie.eu - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLMxm12dGFJuNdYtYzrWNeg


Newbie toolkit

⚫ Will bring all relevant material together in 1 

accessible tool 

– Info for new entrants and other stakeholders

– Inspiration (case studies)

– Pedagogical materials



SEED BG – MK CBC project

Social Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Development

⚫ Involving stakeholders and Capacity building 

⚫ Social Innovation hub

⚫ Training:

– Soft skills and business skills

– Business idea generation and assessment

– Social business idea shaping and development

⚫ Advising and Mentoring 

• Cross-border boot camp

• First Cross-Border BG-MK 

Social Entrepreneurial ideas Marketplace

Partners: 

• Foundation for Development of Small and Medium 
Entreprises - Strumica

• Business Incubator - Gotse Delchev, 
project author





A driver of the process 

BI-GD as a driver of the process in cooperation with Public 
authority / support organizations

Our experience:

⚫ Social economy and entrepreneurship concept

⚫ Know-how

⚫ Multilevel approach to involve stakeholders

⚫ International cooperation

⚫ Balanced social impact and business approach



Services provided
⚫ Training:
– Soft skills and business skills

– Business idea generation and 
assessment

– Social business idea shaping and 
development

⚫ Advising

⚫ Mentoring is vital

⚫ Internship in success 
enterprises and organizations 
(Erasmus+)

⚫ Social Entrepreneurial ideas 
Marketplace



Social Entrepreneurship Training platforms  

⚫ SUYSE: Starting Up Young Social Entrepreneurs

⚫ SEED: Social Enterprise Ecosystem Development

https://oer.makingprojects.org/oer/suyse-starting-up-young-social-entrepreneurs/#tab-english
http://www.bi-gd.info/course/view.php?id=23


SUYSE project
• Training modules developed
• Selected and trained 20 young 

people from the target groups: 
unemployed, high school and 
university students and NEETs



Creative Entrepreneurship 
Network

• INTERREG IPA CBC BG-MK project

• Capacity building for creative entrepreneurs 
for creative products and services

• Creative Forum in Strumica

• Creative Fair in Gotse Delchev

• Exhibition "Creativity and 

Entrepreneurship” in Strumitsa

• 6 mobile creative ateliers: video, 

music, fashion, masks, creative 

products of natural material

and recycling



Creative Exhibition, 
Strumica



Creative Exhibition, 
Strumica



Innovation Centre for Young People - ICY

• CBC BG-MK project

• Access to ICT and technology for 

unemployed and disadvantaged young 
people

• 3-day Innovation workshop Gevgelija

20 BG and 20 Mk youths

• 4-day Innovation camp for 20 BG and 

20 MK youths to develop their ideas

• Mentorship



Innovation Workshop



Cross-Border Innovation 
Workshop - ICY

Business ideas generation, assessment, presentations



Thank you for your attention!

Rositsa Djambazova,

Director 

Business Incubator – Gotse Delchev

Bulgaria

www.bi-gd.org

bi_gd@abv.bg

@businessincubatorgdelchev

http://www.bi-gd.org/
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